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standards for electronic communica-
tions, and for other purposes; as fol-
lows:

On page 10, strike out line 7 and all that
follows through page 18, line 10, and insert
the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Government
Paperwork Elimination Act”.

SEC. 2. AUTHORITY OF OMB TO PROVIDE FOR AC-
QUISITION AND USE OF ALTER-
NATIVE INFORMATION TECH-
NOLOGIES BY EXECUTIVE AGEN-
CIES.

Section 3504(a)(1)(B)(vi) of title 44, United
States Code, is amended to read as follows:

“(vi) the acquisition and use of informa-
tion technology, including alternative infor-
mation technologies that provide for elec-
tronic submission, maintenance, or disclo-
sure of information as a substitute for paper
and for the use and acceptance of electronic
signatures.”.

SEC. 3. PROCEDURES FOR USE AND ACCEPTANCE
OF ELECTRONIC SIGNATURES BY EX-
ECUTIVE AGENCIES.

(@) IN GENERAL.—In order to fulfill the re-
sponsibility to administer the functions as-
signed under chapter 35 of title 44, United
States Code, the provisions of the Clinger-
Cohen Act of 1996 (divisions D and E of Pub-
lic Law 104-106) and the amendments made
by that Act, and the provisions of this Act,
the Director of the Office of Management
and Budget shall, in consultation with the
National Telecommunications and Informa-
tion Administration and not later than 18
months after the date of enactment of this
Act, develop procedures for the use and ac-
ceptance of electronic signatures by Execu-
tive agencies.

(b) REQUIREMENTS FOR PROCEDURES.—(1)
The procedures developed under subsection
@—

(A) shall be compatible with standards and
technology for electronic signatures that are
generally used in commerce and industry
and by State governments;

(B) may not inappropriately favor one in-
dustry or technology;

(C) shall ensure that electronic signatures
are as reliable as is appropriate for the pur-
pose in question and keep intact the infor-
mation submitted;

(D) shall provide for the electronic ac-
knowledgment of electronic forms that are
successfully submitted; and

(E) shall, to the extent feasible and appro-
priate, require an Executive agency that an-
ticipates receipt by electronic means of
50,000 or more submittals of a particular
form to take all steps necessary to ensure
that multiple methods of electronic signa-
tures are available for the submittal of such
form.

(2) The Director shall ensure the compat-
ibility of the procedures under paragraph
(1)(A) in consultation with appropriate pri-
vate bodies and State government entities
that set standards for the use and acceptance
of electronic signatures.

SEC. 4. DEADLINE FOR IMPLEMENTATION BY EX-
ECUTIVE AGENCIES OF PROCE-
DURES FOR USE AND ACCEPTANCE
OF ELECTRONIC SIGNATURES.

In order to fulfill the responsibility to ad-
minister the functions assigned under chap-
ter 35 of title 44, United States Code, the pro-
visions of the Clinger-Cohen Act of 1996 (divi-
sions D and E of Public Law 104-106) and the
amendments made by that Act, and the pro-
visions of this Act, the Director of the Office
of Management and Budget shall ensure
that, commencing not later than five years
after the date of enactment of this Act, Ex-
ecutive agencies provide—

(1) for the option of the electronic mainte-
nance, submission, or disclosure of informa-
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tion, when practicable as a substitute for
paper; and

(2) for the use and acceptance of electronic
signatures, when practicable.

SEC. 5. ELECTRONIC STORAGE AND FILING OF
EMPLOYMENT FORMS.

In order to fulfill the responsibility to ad-
minister the functions assigned under chap-
ter 35 of title 44, United States Code, the pro-
visions of the Clinger-Cohen Act of 1996 (divi-
sions D and E of Public Law 104-106) and the
amendments made by that Act, and the pro-
visions of this Act, the Director of the Office
of Management and Budget shall, not later
than 18 months after the date of enactment
of this Act, develop procedures to permit pri-
vate employers to store and file electroni-
cally with Executive agencies forms contain-
ing information pertaining to the employees
of such employers.

SEC. 6. STUDY ON USE OF ELECTRONIC SIGNA-
TURES.

(a) ONGOING STUDY REQUIRED.—IN order to
fulfill the responsibility to administer the
functions assigned under chapter 35 of title
44, United States Code, the provisions of the
Clinger-Cohen Act of 1996 (divisions D and E
of Public Law 104-106) and the amendments
made by that Act, and the provisions of this
Act, the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget shall, in cooperation with
the National Telecommunications and Infor-
mation Administration, conduct an ongoing
study of the use of electronic signatures
under this title on—

(1) paperwork reduction and electronic
commerce;

(2) individual privacy; and

(3) the security and authenticity of trans-
actions.

(b) REPORTS.—The Director shall submit to
Congress on a periodic basis a report describ-
ing the results of the study carried out under
subsection (a).

SEC. 7. ENFORCEABILITY AND LEGAL EFFECT OF
ELECTRONIC RECORDS.

Electronic records submitted or main-
tained in accordance with procedures devel-
oped under this Act, or electronic signatures
or other forms of electronic authentication
used in accordance with such procedures,
shall not be denied legal effect, validity, or
enforceability because such records are in
electronic form.

SEC. 8. DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION.

Except as provided by law, information
collected in the provision of electronic signa-
ture services for communications with an ex-
ecutive agency, as provided by this Act, shall
only be used or disclosed by persons who ob-
tain, collect, or maintain such information
as a business or government practice, for the
purpose of facilitating such communications,
or with the prior affirmative consent of the
person about whom the information per-
tains.

SEC. 9. APPLICATION WITH INTERNAL REVENUE
LAWS.

No provision of this Act shall apply to the
Department of the Treasury or the Internal
Revenue Service to the extent that such pro-
vision—

(1) involves the administration of the in-
ternal revenue laws; or

(2) conflicts with any provision of the In-
ternal Revenue Service Restructuring and
Reform Act of 1998 or the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986.

SEC. 10. DEFINITIONS.

For purposes of this Act:

(1) ELECTRONIC SIGNATURE.—The term
“‘electronic signature’”” means a method of
signing an electronic message that—

(A) identifies and authenticates a particu-
lar person as the source of the electronic
message; and

(B) indicates such person’s approval of the
information contained in the electronic mes-
sage.
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(2) EXECUTIVE AGENCY.—The term ‘‘Execu-
tive agency’” has the meaning given that
term in section 105 of title 5, United States
Code.

PLANT PATENT AMENDMENTS
ACT OF 1998

LEAHY (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 3830

Mr. GRAIG (for Mr. LEAHY for him-
self, Mr. SmiITH of Oregon, and Mr.
HATCH) proposed an amendment to the
bill (H.R. 1197) to amend title 35,
United States Code, to protect patent
owners against the unauthorized sale
of plant parts taken from plants ille-
gally reproduced, and for other pur-
poses; as follows:

At the end of the bill add the following:
SEC. 4. ACCESS TO ELECTRONIC PATENT INFOR-

MATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The United States Patent
and Trademark Office shall develop and im-
plement statewide computer networks with
remote library sites in requesting rural
States such that citizens in those States will
have enhanced access to information in their
State’s patent and trademark depository li-
brary.

(b) DEFINITION.—IN this section, the term
“‘rural States’” means the States that quali-
fied on January 1, 1997, as rural States under
section 1501(b) of the Omnibus Crime Control
and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C.
379bb(b)).

LEWIS AND CLARK EXPEDITION
BICENTENNIAL COMMEMORATIVE
COIN ACT

D’AMATO AMENDMENT NO. 3831

Mr. GRAIG (for Mr. D’AMATO) pro-
posed an amendment to the bill (H.R.
1560) to require the Secretary of the
Treasury to mint coins in commemora-
tion of the bicentennial of the Lewis &
Clark Expedition, and for other pur-
poses; as follows:

At the end of the bill, add the following
new sections:

SEC. 11. CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDALS FOR
THE “LITTLE ROCK NINE”.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Congress finds that—

(1) Jean Brown Trickey, Carlotta Walls La-
Nier, Melba Patillo Beals, Terrence Roberts,
Gloria Ray Karlmark, Thelma Mothershed
Wair, Ernest Green, Elizabeth Eckford, and
Jefferson Thomas, hereafter in this section
referred to as the ““Little Rock Nine”’, volun-
tarily subjected themselves to the bitter
stinging pains of racial bigotry;

(2) the Little Rock Nine are civil rights
pioneers whose selfless acts considerably ad-
vanced the civil rights debate in this coun-
try;

(3) the Little Rock Nine risked their lives
to integrate Central High School in Little
Rock, Arkansas, and subsequently the Na-
tion;

(4) the Little Rock Nine sacrificed their in-
nocence to protect the American principle
that we are all “‘one nation, under God, indi-
visible’’;

(5) the Little Rock Nine have indelibly left
their mark on the history of this Nation; and

(6) the Little Rock Nine have continued to
work toward equality for all Americans.

(b) PRESENTATION AUTHORIZED.—The Presi-
dent is authorized to present, on behalf of
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